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NAME(S):  Barbara Stonecypher, Bob Anderson, Manjula Koshy         SCHOOL:   Rosemont 
 
UNIT TITLE:  The Pattern of Chinese Presence in Oregon’s History 
 
TARGET GRADE LEVEL:  Middle School 
 
APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  Two Weeks 
 
PREREQUISITE KNOWLEDGE: 
General Knowledge of Immigration into the U.S. 
Core Periphery schematic 
The beginning of settlement into the Oregon Territory/State 
General Knowledge of what it meant to be a U.S. citizen during the late 1800’s early 1900’s 
What types of people received rights via the Constitution from 1850-1950 
Basic understanding of Chinese history and emigration from 1850-1950 
Basic understanding of the California Gold Rush 
Vocabulary:  racial bias, citizen, immigrant, emigrant, migrant, sojourner, raw materials, natural 
resources, laborer, peddler, ethnicity, culture, assimilation, stereotype, exclusion, etc. 
 
UNIT OVERVIEW (Abstract): 
Students will research the history of immigration between 1860-1950 and use the results of their 
research to analyze economic, cultural, and political reasons why people immigrate and the 
varied perceptions of immigrants by their predecessors.  Students will then study labor and 
population patterns of Chinese in Portland, Oregon.  Finally, students will participate in a Tea 
Party, which will give them the opportunity to meet a variety of individuals, Chinese and others, 
from the late 1880’s to increase their knowledge about their lives, situations, and biases.   

STANDARDS 
 
NATIONAL HISTORY STANDARDS: 
Standard 2:  Student will comprehend a variety of resource documents and identify central 
questions regarding the purpose, perspective, and meaning of the document. 
Standard 2C1:  Analyzing factors toward increased immigration. 
Standard 2C3:  Explaining how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflict in the forging 
of a national identify. 
 
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS HISTORY STANDARDS: 
Standard 3: Students will demonstrate higher order thinking by: synthesizing, generalizing, and 
arriving at conclusions pertaining to Chinese immigration into Oregon. 
Standard 7:  Students will demonstrate the ability to address the problem of immigration 
regulation beyond the classroom text. 
 
 



 

GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS: 
1.2:  The student will know and understand how to read maps to organize information about 
people, places, and environments. 
2.1:  The student will know and understand the physical and human characteristics of places. 
2.2:  The student will know and understand how culture and experience influence people’s 
perception of places. 
5.5:  The student will know and understand how forces of cooperation and conflict among people 
influence the division and control of the Earth’s surface. 
 
 
LESSON ONE:    Factors influencing the Chinese experience once they 
immigrated to the U.S., but more specifically the Pacific Northwest 
 
Lesson Objectives: Research and Reflection of Primary source documents about Oregon and the 
Chinese in and out of Oregon, and the examination of economic factors influencing immigration 
nationally and locally. This lesson integrates primary source materials into the unit. 
 
Outcomes/Goals: Upon completion of this lesson the student will understand the multiple 
influences surrounding the Chinese immigrants and affecting their everyday lives.  The students 
will enhance their abilities to examine primary resource documents by being able to draw 
meaning from the documents and decide the importance value, be able to make conclusions 
about information, and be able to discuss relevant social issues of the time. 
 
Time Needed: 3 days to one week 
 
Materials/Resources Needed: 

• Maps of China, Pacific Northwest, and Oregon 
• Immigration Legislation Timeline 
• Primary Source Document Collection (provided with lesson plan) 
• Photographs (variety) 
• Oregon Atlas CD 
 

Procedures: 
 
Activity 1 
 
Use the Oregon Atlas CD to visually show Oregon as an area high in natural resources and a 
destination for Chinese immigration in the 19th century.  Have the students investigate 
immigration from 1850-1950 and draw conclusions based on given data.  Suggested OR Atlas 
screens include The Economy/Minerals & Mining, Fishing, Timber, Wood Products and Human 
Geography/Immigration. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Activity 2   
 
Examine primary source documents: 

1. Photographs of Chinese in Oregon 
2. The Chinese Exclusion Act 
3. Prominent Writers’ observations of the Chinese in the United States 
4. Oregon Census Data 
5. Biographies of prominent people during the time. 

 
Pair up students to review the documents and reflect upon the information their reviewing 
(Primary Source Reflection Worksheet included).  Have students make conclusions about the 
documents and/or the information within.  
 
Activity 3  
Students will report their finding to their class in a group discussion of findings. 
 
Assessment Tools: 
Student will complete a reflection sheet after examining primary source documents and report to 
their fellows. 
 
Extensions or Modifications:  
Set up an internet scavenger hunt on primary source documents. Attach index cards, with 
questions or hints, to primary sources documents to guide student reading.  
 
 
LESSON TWO: Tracing the Pattern of Chinese Movement in Portland’s 
Downtown 
 
Lesson Objectives: Students will use spatial GIS Maps to trace the pattern of Chinese occupied 
blocks in downtown Portland, Oregon. 
 
Outcomes/Goals: 
Upon completion of this lesson the student will describe changes in the Chinese settlement 
patterns, understand how Chinese culture and experience was shaped by their perception of place 
and others perceptions of them, and know how physical characteristics for downtown Portland 
came to be.  
 
Time Needed: 2 to 3 days 
 
Materials/Resources Needed: 

• GIS Maps (or a powerpoint presentation) of  Chinese occupied blocks in downtown 
Portland (1863, 1868, 1879, 1889, 1901, 1908, 1926) 

• Data table on Chinese demographics 1870s through 1890s 
• InFocus Projector and Laptop with ArcView GIS (“Chinatown” Project) 
• Spreadsheet program for pie graphs- Excel or Appleworks 
• Blank map handout of present day downtown Portland for tracing (included) 



 

 
Procedures: 
 
Activity 1 
 
Comparison of locations of Chinese businesses and residents in 6 different years: 1868, 1873, 
1879, 1889, 1901, and 1908, to track the pattern of Chinese presence in downtown Portland. Use 
ArcView projector to display maps created as GIS overlays. Discuss the changes observed in 
size and position of Chinatown over time as each overlay is clicked through. Follow the maps 
chronologically and highlight areas where there were fires, vegetable gardens and waterways. 
Draw in connections to present day presence of Chinese in other hubs outside of downtown. Use 
the blank map to mark the location of current day Chinatown; discuss its size and shape. 
 
Suggested Procedure: 
 
1. Set up your classroom so that you can display a powerpoint presentation of the Arc View 

data of the Chinese presence in downtown Portland, Oregon. 
2. Show the slides and ask students to make statements about what they see. 
3. Have 6 copies of Handout 1 (blank downtown Portland map) available for each student.   
4. Have 6 stations set up around the room containing one of each of the time period maps where 

groups of students can go and color that portion on their blank map.  Remember to have them 
create a key showing what time period each color stands for on each map.   

5. In the appropriate years, have the students add the vegetable gardens and fire as well. 
6. One way to enhance the activity is to have the students label the streets using a current 

Portland map and to make sure to add the current day China downtown outline. 
7. Once the students have produced their 6 maps, staple them all together, and then you may 

have them write out some conclusions about the Chinese in Portland over time using their 
data. 

8. As a class, view again the power point presentation and discuss the students’ conclusions. 
 
Activity 2 
  
Using a spreadsheet, create pie charts of the Chinese population in Portland, Oregon, based on 
census data from 1860-1950. Discuss changes in Chinese population as percentages of overall 
population. 
 
Source of Census Data:   

Sweet Cakes, Long Journey The Chinatowns of Portland, Oregon by Marie Rose Wong  
(Page 166) or www.census.gov 

 
Assessment Tools: 
Students will be assessed via their ability to trace the pattern of movement in Chinese settlements 
and creation of pie chart. Teacher will also assess student understanding via class discussion and 
queries. 
 
 



 

 
Extensions or Modifications: 
  
Give students the final overlay of present day Chinatown before discussion.  
 
Give students the data for the blocks and have teams color in an overhead sheet layered over a 
blank map for a particular year; once all the sheets are colored have each team lay them on an 
overhead projector for discussion. 
 
Have students hand draw the pie chart on a template rather than use a spreadsheet. 
 
 
 
LESSON THREE: Historical enactment using authentic voices discussing the 
Question of the “Chinese Problem” (Tea Party) 
 
Lesson Objectives: Local context of conflict around Chinese immigration is provided via the 
voices in a “Tea Party” of Chinese and American citizens in Portland directly after the riot and 
fleeing of Chinese from other Chinatowns in the Pacific Northwest after the Exclusion Act. 
 
Outcomes/Goals: 
Upon completion of this lesson the student will understand how forces of cooperation and 
conflict among Portlanders influence the pattern of Chinese settlement in downtown. They will 
be able to place, in context to the times, the attitudes and actions of Portlanders in response to the 
issue of immigration. They will describe how Chinese immigrants were forging their American 
identity in time of cultural conflict and legislated barriers. 
 
Time Needed: 2 to 3 days 
 
Materials/Resources Needed: 
Sweet Cakes, Long Journey the Chinatowns of Portland, Oregon by Marie Rose Wong   
Oregon Historical Society website: www.ohs.org/education/focus_on_oregon_history/Asian-
Pacific-History-Home.cfm 
Center for Columbia History website: www.ccrh.org/comm/umatilla/primary/chinese.htm 
Tea party handouts (Characters and Questionnaire) 
 
Procedures:  
 
Activity 1   
 
Pre-teach about why Chinese left China in the first place using map of China, Anti-Chinese 
legislation using a timeline, economic pressures of labor along the West Coast, vegetable peddler 
plots in downtown Portland Oregon using photograph, and riots in Seattle, Tacoma, and San 
Francisco against the Chinese using narratives. 
 
 



 

 
Activity 2 
   
Using the Tea Party Characters provided or creating your own biographies, have students role 
play a particular character within a tea party setting with their fellow students.  They should have 
name tags and introduce themselves to each other in character.  The students should also have 
copies of the Tea Party Questions to be asking and learning about other characters.  Once the 
students have completed their handouts then the reflection piece can begin. 
 
Tea Party Characters:  Governor of Oregon, Chinese laborer, White laborer Organizer, Knights 
of Labor Organizer, Chinese Labor Contractors, Chinese Resident (Chan Hon Fan), Editor of the 
Oregonian, Willamette Farmer Newspaper Editor, White community leader (Rev E. Trumbull 
Lee), Judge Deady of Portland, Oregon. 
 
Activity 3 
 
Reflection/ Round table discussion of the Tea Party.  Create some questions around the 
characters and/or discuss what the students discovered about the characters. 
 
Assessment Tools: 
Students are assessed via teacher monitoring and note-taking of on-task behavior during the tea 
party, tea party question sheet, a reflection sheet on findings and round table discussion.  
 
Extensions or Modifications: 
 
Extension activity:  Read current newspaper articles on immigration as individuals. Share article 
summaries with class. As a group discuss the voices on the topic of immigration in the late 
1800’s vs. the voices today. Query if sentiments, reasons and projections about immigration have 
changed.   
 
Modification: Bring in a speaker/actor to represent the voices of Portland. Have starter questions 
for round table discussion. 
 
Curriculum unit can be downloaded from:  
http://www.upa.pdx.edu/IMS/currentprojects/TAH/TAH_index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tea Party Historical Players 
 
Daniel Cronin – Organizer  
 
I am a leader of the Knights of Labor, a labor union which organizes white workmen in industrial 
and manufacturing jobs. Starting in 1885, my name became synonymous with the movement to 
expel the Chinese from Chinatowns across the Pacific Northwest. Aided by Tacoma Mayor R. 
Jacob Weisbach, I started a riot there; I forced the expulsion of about 200 Chinese from that city 
through beatings and forcing Chinese onto railroad boxcars headed to Portland. Ten years after 
my work, the population of Chinese there would fall to 9. When I was done there, I moved on to 
Seattle and organized the Anti-Chinese Congress, an assembly of 900 individuals whose agenda 
was the elimination of Chinese from Washington State. We demanded that all Chinese leave in 
30 days. Our tactics included setting fires and detonating bombs in Seattle’s Chinese quarters. 
Washington’s Governor had to declare martial law and call out troops from Fort Vancouver to 
prevent the type of rioting that took place in Tacoma. More than 350 Chinese left under escort by 
ship to San Francisco and the city didn’t see any Chinese return for at least another six years. 
Our next target for eliminating the Chinese menace is Portland. We have started our work by 
going to East Portland and forming a local organization, the Merchants’ and Laboring Men’s 
Anti-Coolie League. I have held several public meetings to speak of the “Chinese problem.” I’m 
promising the people of Portland that the Chinese will be gone within three months. Since I’ve 
arrived, the harassment of the Chinese has begun in earnest, including the dynamiting of Gee 
Sing’s Laundry in Portland’s Chinatown. The Anti-Chinese Congress has taken action by urging 
its followers to boycott the advertisers in the Oregonian, which has expressed too much 
sympathy for the Chinese. We resolved that “the Mongolian race in the state of Oregon and the 
territory of Washington are a class of people [who are] constant violators of all health and police 
laws, are immoral, degraded and undesirable in every sense of the word, as well as a constant 
menace to free institutions, to home and family.” I can only succeed here if the white workers of 
Portland stop listening to the mill owners, who stand to lose cheap Chinese labor, and to the 
Portland mayor and civic boosters who are worried about not having enough growth. 
 
Sweet Cakes, Long Journey, Marie Rose Wong 
www.wahnee.com/chapsix.html 
 
Tong Duck Chung- Chinese Merchant in Portland. 
 
Beginning in 1868, I have been bringing Chinese laborers under contract to Portland, Oregon, 
directly from Hong Kong. Each ship can carry about 300 to 500 Chinese; each laborer has to 
give me a fee from their earnings here for the passage and return of their ashes to China. I am 
worried about the harassment we face on the streets and papers (Portland News and Portland 
Standard) in town. If immigration is stopped and Chinese laborers are not hired, I stand to lose a 
considerable investment. I wrote the following letter on July 24, 1869 to the Oregonian, which – 
while not our ally – is at least interested in promoting peace and industry. 
 
Some [Chinese] want to come to Oregon- must come- will come… don’t want to infringe on any 
of your laws, only want equality before the law; come here to work and help make this country 
grow rich. All we want is peace and to be let alone. 



 

 
I show you what good Chinamen are to Oregon. I make today to Mr. Hoyt, Deputy Collector of 
Customs, the last payment of $25,447.57 coin for duties on China goods imported by our House 
last summer in French ship Jeanne Alice from Hong Kong. This does not include the duties paid 
by other China merchants in same ship... Every nation that trades with China gets rich… there is 
going to be a direct trade between Portland and China if it takes a Chinaman to start it. Suppose 
white man got any sense, he must see that plenty Chinamen in this country makes business for 
ships, steamboats, puts money in the public treasury, and by reasonable wage for labor, puts it 
within the power of the people of this state… and … makes this country grow rich and 
prosperous.  
 
www.salemhistory.net/people/chinese_americans.htm 
Sweet Cakes, Long Journey, Marie Rose Wong 
 
 
Harvey Scott - Editor, The Oregonian (1838 –1912) 
 
I am an enthusiastic booster of Portland’s growth and the voice of the Oregonian newspaper.  I 
was born on the family farm in Illinois and came here as a child on the Oregon Trail. I graduated 
from Pacific University in 1863 and then studied law while contributing stories to The 
Oregonian, including an editorial about Lincoln’s assassination in1865. I began my career as an 
editor in 1865 and will remain in that position until 1910. I have allied myself with the early 
business leaders of the city (William Labb, Francis Pettygrove, et.al) who are moving Portland 
away from its frontier town status toward the lifestyle and financial mentality of the East Coast. I 
see the city as embarking on “a continuous tide of prosperity with steady and lasting growth,” 
home to “as many business, manufacturing, and commercial enterprises as could be found in any 
larger urban area.” I personally am averse to the Chinese; in the past I refer to them as “ the 
moon-eyed gentry … thick as rats in Portland now-a-days.” I believe their race to be inferior to 
whites but in my opinion they can fill Oregon’s need for cheap labor. I have supported the 
Chinese exclusion act as I believe Oregon should be kept for Oregonians and that the Chinese 
cannot be assimilated, but I disapprove of the brutality that accompanied the act in neighboring 
California. I don’t want to see that here. In any case the passage of time will diminish their 
number so in the meantime while it’s my duty to uphold the law we can still exploit the labor of 
these Chinese for the greater economic good of the state. The Chinese promote development by 
clearing land at a wage no white man would accept and make land suitable for farming. Small 
landholdings who need that work done are not able to pay “white wages.” The following are 
some editorials I have written on the issue of Chinese labor and immigration: 
 
Every year we send tens of millions to [China] to pay for articles produced by Chinese labor. Is it 
so much worse for us to employ Chinese labor here than to employ it there? We have a 
proposition to make to the Democrats who profess to be so anxious to stop the competition of 
Chinese with white labor. Let them adopt the most practical way of stopping it and refuse to hire 
Chinese. Let Democrats prove their faith by their works, by giving white labor the preference, 
even at greater prices… by this means, they would “keep the money in the country.” Until they 
cease to employ Chinese labor, intelligent and honest people will be bound to pronounce their 
professed zeal for white labor nothing but sham and moonshine. 3/24/1885 



 

 
The railroads built by their labor remain. The goods manufactured by their labor in our mills 
remain. The products of agriculture, resulting from their labor remain. All these things help to 
constitute the wealth of the country. It is nonsense and folly to assert that these people, a patient 
and most industrious race, “add nothing to the wealth of the country.” No man, except one 
utterly blind by the prejudices of party would be ridiculous enough to make such an 
assertion…Will white men who are supposed to be intelligent enough to comprehend at least 
some of the plainest teachings of common sense, forever lend a willing ear to the clap-traps on 
this subject? We think not. 
 
bluebook.state.or.us/notable/notscott.htm; www.salemhistory.net/people/chinese_americans.htm; Sweet Cakes, Long 
Journey, Marie Rose Wong 
 
 
Zenas Ferry Moody - Governor of Oregon (1882-1887) 
 
Zenas Moody was born in 1832 and raised in Granby, Massachusetts.  Both of his parents, 
Thomas Hovey and Hannah (Ferry) were farmers and members of the Congregational Church.  
Zenas had three brothers and a sister: Thomas, William, Gideon, and Mary.  Zenas attended local 
schools for his first 16 years of education, and then he attended Union School for three years.  In 
1851, Mr. Moody sailed from New York for the land called Oregon via Panama, and in 1853, at 
the age of 21, he married Mary Stephenson and became the father of four children: Malcolm, 
William, Ralph, and Edna.   
 
From 1853-1856 Mr. Moody surveyed Western Oregon and kept a store in Brownsville.  Then 
he moved to California where he was appointed the Inspector of the United Surveys in 
California.  From California he moved to Illinois for four years and then to Washington D.C. 
where he was living in 1861.  When the Civil War began, he joined some volunteers to protect 
Washington until regular troops could arrive and then he returned to Oregon in 1862.  He moved 
to The Dalles and then Umatilla where he established himself as a merchant serving the gold 
miners.  For a time he managed Wells Fargo and Company in The Dalles until 1873 when he 
became a steamboat operator and carried the mail between Portland and The Dalles until 1875.   
 
Mr. Moody was politically a Republican.  At this point he was elected to the State Legislature 
and was chosen as Speaker of the House.  Then he ran for Governor of Oregon in 1882 defeating 
Democrat  J.S. Smith.  During his time as Governor, the state capitol building was being 
completed, a new state hospital for the mentally ill was completed and occupied, and the state 
debt was entirely paid. 
 
Governor Moody encouraged immigration into Oregon, but not of the Chinese.  He agreed with 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which prohibited the immigration of Chinese into the U.S. 
since it would end “the flooding of our fair state with a Chinese population.”  Although Moody 
was a known anti-Chinese advocate, an even more outspoken anti-Chinese advocate and 
Democrat defeated him while running for a second term as governor.  Soon after, he moved to 
eastern Oregon to be a wool shipper, and then died in Salem, Oregon in 1917. 
 
http://www.osl.state.or.us/home/lib/governors/zfm.htm 



 

Editor of the Willamette Farmer:  Passage of the Chinese Bill –  
April 1, 1882 
 
On April 1, 1882, the editor of the Willamette Farmer wrote an article entitled Passage of the 
Chinese Bill.  In the article the editor stated that for the “permanent well being and prosperity of 
our nation” the United States should keep a homogenous population of like interests, similar 
traits, and all should strive to achieve a pure civilization.  In essence, he agreed with the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 and believes that America should be kept white.  He liked the idea of 
exchanging and learning from one another in our separate nations, but that “the white man will 
never believe in the equality of the races.”  He stated that he did not think bad of the Chinese; 
they are hard laborers, intelligent, faithful, willing, and honest, but that since the railroad was 
built, white Europeans could bring their labor.  The Chinese work for lower wages, undermining 
white labor.  “That is why, as a people, we oppose Chinese emigration.”  He continued to say 
that many Chinese have good qualities, and that those who stay will be made use of, but “they do 
not form the class of people we need as citizens.” 
 
Passage of the Chinese Bill from the Willamette Farmer, April 1, 1882 
www.ohs.org/education/focus_on_oregon_history/Asian-Pacific-History-Home.cfm 
 
 
Chinese Laborer 
 
When I first heard about America I was in a market place back home in Southern China.  I was 
just a boy then, starving like the rest of my family.  I thought, “I’m a hard worker.  I could go to 
America and send money home to my family.”  I would hide and listen to the talk around my 
village and the port nearby to know when I should leave.  I heard about many boats taking 
“slaves” to the silver mines of Peru, and about British and American ships taking laborers to the 
Pacific coast of America.  How was I going to get aboard a ship?  I would have to sell my future 
labor for passage to America, and when my opportunity came I took it.  I boarded a boat bound 
for San Francisco, California.  Once there I was forced to labor for very low pay, but after many 
years, I finally paid my debt and began to send money home.  I was living in an apartment with 
many other roommates in “Chinatown” when I heard that laborers were needed for the railroad 
building in Oregon and I set off.  Once I got to Oregon I worked hard on the railroad digging the 
land where the ties would stretch and hammering down railroad ties.  The pay was meager, but it 
was enough for me to survive and send some money home.  The white man doesn’t care for our 
kind much and continues to make trouble.  We are only trying to do as they are, make money to 
survive, but we are “different” and therefore not good enough.  I labored for a long time on the 
railroad, until it was finished.  Then I made my way to Portland.  I had heard there was some 
work there maybe as a gardener or vegetable peddler.  I wouldn’t mind going door-to-door 
selling vegetables to the people, or maybe I should move on to Astoria and become a cannery 
worker in a salmon factory.  I have never married, as Chinese women are so few in America.  
The immigration laws do not allow them to come to America, and why would they want to 
anyway.  Life is so difficult laboring all the time and the white people against us so much.  
Neither am I allowed to take a wife not of my own race.  I am lonely, but I have played an 
important role in my family. (from www.ohs.org) 
 



 

Chan Hon Fan  - Resident of Portland, Oregon (1886) 
 
I currently live and work in Portland, Oregon, and I am Chinese.  I recently read an article 
written to the editor of the Portland Daily News, and was appalled.  The well-known Reverend 
E. Trumbull Lee wrote the article and shared his low opinion for my fellow immigrants and 
myself.  I could not let the article go unanswered so I wrote a response to the editor of the 
Oregonian.  I believe the good Reverend’s article was meant to cause a riot and bloodshed 
toward my people.  He called us “almond-eyed, unclean and immoral, pagan Chinese.”  He states 
that his civilization is better, why doesn’t he prove it by living it, rather than putting another race 
down?  I know the words of the Christian Bible and they say to “do unto others as you would 
have then do unto you.”  Why doesn’t he follow the words that he preaches in his sermons?  He 
stated that the Chinese would do better to return to China to be Christianized rather than stay 
here.  Why would that be easier?  I would think that I would have a better chance of becoming a 
Christian by seeing the example of good Christian people rather than returning to a more secular 
country.  Chinamen are intelligent and a sensible class of men; not fools or idiots.  The “good” 
Reverend has become a “stumbling block to a race of benighted souls who Jesus came to save.”  
He wants us to leave this nation, but why should we go?  “We are here by the invitation of the 
United States government, and will be protected here by the stipulation of international treaty 
rights.”  I am a Chinese man living in America, contributing to its economy, and hoping to better 
its social understanding of those of another race.  
 
http://www.ohs.org/education/focus_on_oregon_history/APH-Document-Debate-Chinese-Settlement.cfm 
 
 
Reverend E. Trumbull Lee:  White Community Leader and 
Resident of Portland, Oregon 1886 
 
I recently wrote an article to the editor of the Portland Daily News stating that “the Chinese must 
go.”  Being a thoughtful Christian and concerned with the home, economic, and religious lives of 
my brethren, I believe that is the only conclusion we can come to.  There are many reasons why I 
believe the Chinese should return to their own country.  To start with they will never be 
assimilated into our political body.  They have no desire to become citizens, they keep their 
pagan traditions and customs, and they have no real homes.  Most of the Chinese live ten men to 
one small apartment room!  With no homes there are no schools, no churches, and therefore, no 
assimilation into our society.  This is all besides the fact that they are an “unclean and immoral” 
people.  The Rev. William B. Lee, of Olympia, who has made a study of the questions as to why 
they must go says, “These beings are leprous, extremely filthy, and loaded with loathsome 
diseases.”  They are a people who smoke opium and enjoy prostitutes.  It is more likely that they 
will convert to Christianity with the help of our missionaries in their own lands.  They must go.  
In addition, they are taking labor opportunities away from our people.  They labor for a fraction 
of the pay a white laborer can live upon and they consume very little meaning they aren’t giving 
back to the economy of our society!  “A Chinaman has no family to support, no home to adorn, 
no pantries to fill, no free schools to support, no churches to sustain, and no government here 
which he will supply with brain and muscle in time of war!”  A white man does, and he deserves 



 

the opportunity to labor and earn a fair wage!  A white man will enrich the whole country, not 
just himself.  Send the “yonder yellow slaves” back to their land! 
 
http://www.ohs.org/education/focus_on_oregon_history/APH-Document-Debate-Chinese-Settlement.cfm 
 
 

Moy Back Hin (1848- 1935) -  Millionaire Labor Contractor 
 
I, like most Chinese immigrants, come from Guangdong province. I entered the United States at 
the age of twenty and was one of the original Chinese to settle in Portland in 1868. I worked first 
as a laborer and later became an employee of Judge Deady, who advised me to secure my future 
here by going into business. I display a photo of the judge in my home out of respect. I took the 
judge’s advice and established the foremost mercantile in Portland, Twin Wo Company. We 
import Chinese merchandise such as teas, rice, clothing, and firecrackers. We export large 
quantities of lumber and flour to China. We have branch stores in Tacoma, Washington, and 
Hope, Idaho. My company also contracts for labor. I provide the majority of the Chinese 
workforce for the Northern Pacific, Union Pacific, and Southern Pacific Railroads. I am the local 
Chinese passenger agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway and Steamship Company. My 
personal and business interests are directly affected by the enforcement of the Chinese Exclusion 
Laws and Regulation. When Daniel Cronin and his Anti-Chinese Congress forced out Chinese 
laborers from Tacoma., I rescued and relocated many of them to Portland.  I paid for food, 
clothing and temporary housing for the abused Chinese and hired attorneys to represent the 
interest of those who had lost property in the rioting. I am happy to say we recovered some 
damages on their behalf. I am using my money, power and influence to offer safety for my 
countrymen in Portland. I am determined that Portland’s Chinatown will not suffer as Seattle and 
Tacoma’s did. For my efforts on behalf of my countrymen, I was later was appointed by the 
Chinese government to be Honorary Chinese Consul for the Northwest Region; I will hold that 
post until my death in 1935. 
 
Sweet Cakes, Long Journey, Marie Rose Wong 
 
 
Judge Matthew P. Deady (1824-1893) 
 
I am Oregon’s first federal judge and one of the elite of the city. I was born in Maryland to 
parents of Irish descent and was initially trained as a blacksmith. I studied and passed the bar in 
1847 before moving to Lafayette, Oregon, in 1849. I was elected to the legislature in 1851 and 
moved to Portland in 1859 when I was appointed U.S. District Judge. On July 21, 1879, I 
presided over the lawsuit Perry Baker et al. V. The City of Portland, which clarified a 
contractor’s right to employ Chinese laborers on public work projects. I found that the city’s 
anti-Chinese labor position violated U.S. laws and treaties, specifically the Burlingame Treaty. 
That treaty recognized the right of the Chinese to live and work in the United States. My ruling 
was not popular with a number of city officials (they lost their appeal of it in the Supreme Court) 
and the Chinese were entitled to continue to work on city infrastructure projects. The Chinese 



 

built the city’s docking wharves on the Willamette and water channels. The following is what I 
wrote in my judicial opinion: 
 

[Chinese could] change their home and allegiance and … visit this country and become 
permanent residents thereof: and as such residents it guarantees to them all the privileges and 
immunities that may be enjoyed here by the citizens or subjects of any nation, … the right to 
reside implied the right to make a living. 

If the state can restrain and limit the Chinese in their labor and pursuits within its limits, it may 
do the same by the subjects of Great Britain, France or Germany. 
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Arthur Kohn- White Merchant  
 
I am a clothier and hatter with a shop on the corner of Second Street and Morrison. I believe the 
Chinese must go! How can we make the Chinese go? Don’t patronize them. Don’t use any article 
manufactured by them, but deal with houses that guarantee their stock made by white labor in the 
East. And I am happy to say to the public that my entire stock is made East, purchased by me 
there personally, and I, for one, have no use for the heathen Chinese. Here is a poem I put in my 
advertisement in The Oregonian: 
 

The Chinese Must Go! 
What makes the vicious hoodlum? 
Such men as are always whining, 
Our boys with Coolies can’t compete. 
So what’s the use of trying. 

So Chinese John get all the work, 
Through white men avaricious; 
Bereft of work, our boys become 
The hoodlum so vicious. 
While men of this great whining clique  
Cut salaries every month shorter, 
O! aint they got an awful cheek, 
Wanting reform schools and cheap water! 

 
The Oregonian, February 13,1886 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Burdette Haskell- Labor Organizer 
 
I have been sent up from California by organized labor to incite anti-Chinese agitation much as I 
have already done in San Francisco. I met up here with Daniel Cronin, a fellow labor organizer; 
we have found a friend in Sylvester Pennoyer, governor-elect of Oregon, who understands that 
the Chinese are the root of all unemployment problems. The white laborer cannot organize and 
compete for fair wages as long as the mill owners can bring in cheap Chinese labor to replace us. 
Since attempts to pass local laws to force out Chinese in the cities have failed, we are taking 
other measures to get and keep the nation’s attention in order to expel the Chinese. We have held 
several public meetings in East Portland to form the Merchants’ and Laboring Men’s Anti-
Coolie League. At the meetings, we promise the people of Portland that if we take action the 
Chinese would be gone in three months. I gave the Chinese forty days to leave. During my stay 
here, Chinatown was the target of a few comparatively minor attacks, the worst of which was the 
dynamiting of Gee Sing’s laundry. I helped Cronin’s Anti-Chinese Congress start a meeting here 
which attracted 175 delegates. We condemned the governor of Washington for ending the Seattle 
riots and called for his impeachment. We thank newspapers that show support for the anti-
Chinese movement: the Portland News, Portland Standard and Tacoma News. I am calling for a 
permanent boycott of advertisement in the Oregonian until its owners apologize for being 
enemies of white laborers and sympathizers for the Chinese. Harvey Scott, editor of the 
Oregonian, called me a “roving and irresponsible adventurer, a peripatetic breeder of discontent 
and riot; a man identified with no interest or business here or elsewhere, and no wage-payer or 
practical friend of labor.” Our statement to the community is that “The Mongolian race in the 
state of Oregon and the territory of Washington are a class of people [who are] constant violators 
of all health and police laws, are immoral, degraded and undesirable in every sense of the word, 
as well as a constant menace to free institution; to home and family.” If I keep the people of 
Portland agitated I can repeat my success in San Francisco. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Name: ______________________________ 
 
Tea Party Questions 
 
 

1. Name a media representative in Portland at the time? What was his opinion on Chinese 
immigration? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Who made their way from China to Oregon via San Francisco?  Why did he never marry? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What was an organization against Chinese laborers? Who was its leader(s)? What were 
their tactics? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Who believes they are in the United States by the invitation of the government?  Describe 

something he shares about his people or an argument he makes against white people. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Name a Chinese business leader? What were his arguments to support Chinese 
immigration? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Who believes the United States should keep a “pure civilization”?  What are some good 
qualities of the Chinese he would be losing out on if they were forced to leave? 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
7. Who said the Chinese are “a constant menace to free institution; to home and family.”  

Why was he so against the Chinese and their labor? 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Who believed the Chinese were flooding our state with their population?  What did he 

contribute to the growth of Oregon? 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Name the person who wrote a poem about the Chinese.  What does the poem say? 
 
 
 
 
10. Who believes the Chinese would better be converted to Christianity in China rather than 

the United States?  What are one of his arguments against the Chinese and why they 
should leave? 

 
 
 
 
 
11. Who is of Irish descent and believes in the goodness of the Chinese?  What was his 

occupation and what did he do to help the Chinese? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Primary Source Reflection 
 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________  Date: _______________ 
 
Source 
Document Title 

 
Author 

Date of Document Publication: 
Type of document: 
 
After reading the primary document, reflect and answer the following questions: 
 
1. Who created this document and why? _____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the content of the source? _______________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the purpose of this document? ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What are the perceptions, prejudices, and opinions of the author(s)? _____________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is this document propaganda, opinion, or documentation? (Support your answer) _________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What meaning do you derive from this document? __________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


